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Summary of reasons for decision: 

'Betrayal Of Love And Freedom' is a novel written by New Zealand-bom author Paul Huljich. 
The Chief Censor granted leave to a member of the public to submit it for classification under 
sl3(l)(c) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993. 

The novel is an epic account of two men and their lives. One man faces the pain of not being 
free to love, and the other man stmggles with mental illness. The tale is dramatic and far 
reaching, with elements of drama, romance and personal reflection. It is in part influenced by the 
author’s own experience and stmggle with mental health issues. 

The Classification Office has considered the effects of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 
(NZBORA) on the application of all of the classification criteria. The NZBORA requires that 
limitations on the right to freedom of expression must be reasonable and demonstrably 
justifiable. 




The book contains frank descriptions of sex. While these descriptions are detailed, they are not 
extensive and do not dominate the larger story which focuses on many other topics. Rape is 
described and included to highlight the harrowing plight of a woman who was forced to marry a 
malicious man. The book is not erotica and sex is merely dealt with as part of a wider storyline 
and a story about two men and their lives. In the absence of more complicated sexual material, or 
a more sexually explicit and adult purpose, a restriction on the availability of the book, in the 
form of an age restriction, would not be a reasonable limitation on the right to freedom of 
expression. There are many other novels widely available without restriction in New Zealand with 
similar content or sexual descriptions of an equivalent nature. A restriction on this book's 
availability would create a widespread inconsistency in conditions of access to books of this 
nature. A restriction is not be justifiable on the basis of the content in this book. 



